
Sudan is a country or untold 

potential

The largest country in 

Africa

Vast deposits of natural 

resources

200 billion gallons of oil 

reserves

70% of oil export revenues 

goes to finance the 

countries military

SUDAN



ÅSince independence in 1956, Sudan has been 
almost continuously embroiled in multiple, 
devastating and complex civil wars.

ÅVast inequalities

ÅHuman rights abuses abound

ÅDevelopment hampered

ÅMillions of people forced to live in squalor

Å80 percent of its 85 million hectares of arable 
land lies fallow

Quick Facts About Sudan



Darfur
ÅArea about the size of Texas

ÅPopulation: Approx 6.5 
million people 

ÅCurrent conflict started in 
2003

ÅDecades of neglect, 
drought, oppression and 
small scale conflicts

ÅTwo rebel groupsτSLA/M 
and JEMτmounted a 
challenge to the 
Government of Sudan (GoS)

ÅRebel groups are agrarian 
non-Arab black African 
Muslims



GoS Response Darfur
ÅMounted aerial attacks on entire villages 

Å Increased arms support to these militias, taking 
advantage of historical tensions over resources

ÅHave wiped out entire villages, destroyed food and 
water supplies, systematically murdered, tortured, 
and raped hundreds of thousands of Darfuris.

ÅAn estimated 200,000 ς500,000 dead



"We went to Adar [North Darfur] 

to fight in early 2003. We weren't 

told about the SLA, only that we 

were there to fight robbers

There were 

Janjaweed 

with us, they 

came on 

horseback. 

We fight 

together



Current Situation
ÅContinues to deteriorate

Å2.5 million in IDP camps; another 200,000 live in 
refugee camps in Chad; approximately 1 million still 
remain in their villages

ÅMilitary operations continue both directly by GoS 
and indirectly via the Janjaweed

ÅPeople continue to be displaced

These refugees and IDPs are completely dependent on the UN and other humanitarian 

organizations for their livelihoodðfood, water, shelter and health careðprovided by 

13,000 aid workers in over 100 camps in Darfur and Chad



IDP Camp
ÅLiving conditions are beyond can 

imagine.

ÅPeople completely dependent on outside 

aid.

ÅCamps are unsafe

ÅMust walk miles to collect firewood


