
 Connecting People  to People, 
to Christ  and to their Role in the World  

 
9ÏÕȭÖÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÉÔȠ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÉÔȠ ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈÓ 
to come. 
The Vision of Grace, of course!  Our Mission Statement is: To Know 

Christ, and to Make Christ Known.  How do we do that?  Answer:  By making connections. 
 
! ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȢ Ȱ+ÎÏ×ÉÎÇ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ -ÁËÉÎÇ #ÈÒÉÓÔ +ÎÏ×Îȱ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÐÐÅÎ ÉÎ Á 
bubble; in a vacuum.  A most basic concept of life underscores that everything is about 
relationship. From birth, to family, to growth, to maturity; relationships abound in every context.  
!ÎÄ ÉÆ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ȬÒÅÌÁÔÅȭȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ȬÃÏÎÎÅÃÔȭȠ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ 7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ 
true in life, is also true in faith.  We are not Christians in isolation, but always in relationship: to 
God, to others and to the world in which we live.  
 
In Old Testament (Isaiah 43:1-3) and New (John 10:11-17); in birth and in life; in baptism and in 

death; God knows us by name.  In knowing us by name, God establishes relationship.  God 

ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȢ  7ÈÁÔ ×Å ÄÏ ÔÈÅÒÅÁÆÔÅÒȟ ÉÓ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÌÅÓÓȢ  7ÈÅÎ ×Å ȬÓÅÒÖÅ ÏÕÒ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒȭ ×Å 

connect with them.  When we laugh, a connection has been made.  When we mourn in grief, it is 

because of  a connection. When we thrive, we have connected our purpose to our place. 

!ÌÌ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÆÒÏÍ 'ÏÄȢ  !ÎÄ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÌÉÆÅ ÃÅÎÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȟ ÔÈÅ  ȬÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÔÉÓÓÕÅȭ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ 
connects us to God. 
 

-ÁÄÅÌÅÉÎÅ ,ȭ%ÎÇÌÅ ×ÒÉÔÅÓ Á ÐÏÅÍȡ 
 Unclench your fists 
 Hold out your hands. 
 Take mine. 
 Let us hold each other. 

4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭs glory 
Manifest. 

Everything we do in life has to do with people, with God, and with purpose. 
May this Vision Statement become a lens through which we can look to see the gift of life that 
God has given us at Grace; and to bring it into greater clarity and focus. 
 
Even as the Bucs have begun training, (the NFL season is just around the corner!) may we train 
ourselves in the work of: 

Connecting People to People,  
to Christ, and to their  Role in the World.  

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕȣ 

Pastor John Hillmer 

My Church  
 

My church is composed of people like me.   We make it what it is.   It will be friendly, if I 
am.    Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them.   It will do great work, if I work.   It will 
make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver.  It will bring other people 
into its worship and fellowship, if I bring them. 
 
My church will be a church of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a church 
with a noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, am filled with those things. 
 
Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of being all the 
things that I want my church to be. 

 

 

 

AUTUMN ADULT PROGRAM AT LUTHERIDGE 

 

Experience the beauty of Fall color in the Appalachian 

Mountains along with the hospitality of Lutheridge.  Good study 

and wonderful fellowship in the midst of Godôs creation 

October 20-24, 2008.  This 5 day/4 night program costs $309  

for each adult.  For more information, register on line at 

www.llmi.net or call 828-684-2361 ext. 335 or check the details on the Grace bulletin 

board. 

 
============================================================================================================================= 

 

GOOD SAMARITAN AWARDS DINNER  

Lutheran Services Florida invites Grace members to THE 

GOOD SAMARITAN AWARDS DINNER to be held at St. 

Matthew Lutheran Church, 5601 Hanley Rd., on Sunday, 

Oct. 19
th
, 5 pm. 

 

Please RSVP at 676-9513 before Oct. 1.     The dinner cost is $25 a person.  Last yearôs 

Grace honorees were Bob & Barbara Stuck; and being honored this year is Barbara 

Pilcher. 

http://www.llmi.net/


From Lory Jones, Community Relations Rep., Florida Blood 
Services 
 
Summertime is here, and so are the summer blood doldrums.   You already know 
just how difficult it is for FBS Team Members to collect enough blood from June 
ǘƘǊǳ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ǘƻ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ   ! Ŧǳƭƭ мп҈ ƻŦ 
the annual blood supply is collected at Bay Area High Schools.    When May 
passes and high schools are out, the crunch on the blood supply is immediately 

felt.   In addition to this catastrophic loss, many of our corporate blood drives do not meet the 
level of collection that they normally do.   Many people take their vacations; snowbirds have 
left and are now donating in their permanent home states. 
 
The patients of our community have been using your lifesaving blood at incredible rates, and 
we find ourselves fighting for each and every drop of blood.    Together, we can replenish and 
ensure that the Gift of Life is available to all who need it. 
 

NOTE:   Next blood drive at Grace will be Sunday, Sept. 7th.   
 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

 

WANTED!!!     ... by "HISTORY IN THE MAKING"  
  

"History In The Making" is a new Grace Church Small Ministry group, 
and we have a request for you.  We are asking for old and recent 
church newsletters, Sunday bulletins, daily and weekly newspaper 
clippings, magazine clippings - anything that includes information 
about our church and its people from 1969 to present.  After being 
organized, the materials will be archived in acid free scrapbooks and 
boxes or special display cases. 
  
If you have materials to donate or lend, contact Bev Harris, Barbara 
Pilcher, or Barbara Stuck.  Please indicate which are loans and we 

will copy those and return the originals.  Your help with this will be very important in 
chronicling the history of Grace Lutheran Church.  Check those storage boxes and 
photo albums and please don't forget to check with your relatives! 
  
Many thanks, 
Bev Harris, Barb Pilcher, and Barb Stuck 

The ñHistory in the Making ò Group 

 
Acolyte & Crucifer Training  

 

Attention all students from 5
th

 to 12
th

 grade! 

We will be having a training session for those who are interested in assisting with 

church services as an acolyte &/or crucifer. 

Date: Sunday, September 28
th

  

Time: Noon to 2:00 PM (Pizza Lunch Provided) 

Agenda: Review & Training for Both Services 

RSVP Required:  We need to know you will be there!  

 

   Please contact one of us & let us know if you can come! 
Jeff Griffith 453-1798; Jan Hillmer 932-2849 

 
======================================================================================================================  

 

Grace Girlfriends  
 
Grace Girlfriends will meet Sunday, September 14

th
 at 5:30 at the 

Dollôs House, 10113 Orange Grove Drive. Our topic for September 

will be hobbies and interests. You may bring a sample of your 

hobby if you wish. Also bring an appetizer or dessert. 

 

All ladies are welcome. Please phone Peggy Doll at 935-0229 to RSVP. See you there. 

 

 

Congratulations to Robin Hauser, a Grace member, who was just 
named the òBest Pediatricianó in the 2008 BEST of Carrollwood 
award presentations.  


