
 Connecting People  to People, 
to Christ  and to their Role in the World  

 
9ÏÕȭÖÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÉÔȠ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÉÔȠ ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈÓ 
to come. 
The Vision of Grace, of course!  Our Mission Statement is: To Know 

Christ, and to Make Christ Known.  How do we do that?  Answer:  By making connections. 
 
! ÓÉÍÐÌÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȢ Ȱ+ÎÏ×ÉÎÇ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÎÄ -ÁËÉÎÇ #ÈÒÉÓÔ +ÎÏ×Îȱ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÐÐÅÎ ÉÎ Á 
bubble; in a vacuum.  A most basic concept of life underscores that everything is about 
relationship. From birth, to family, to growth, to maturity; relationships abound in every context.  
!ÎÄ ÉÆ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ȬÒÅÌÁÔÅȭȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ȬÃÏÎÎÅÃÔȭȠ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ 7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ 
true in life, is also true in faith.  We are not Christians in isolation, but always in relationship: to 
God, to others and to the world in which we live.  
 
In Old Testament (Isaiah 43:1-3) and New (John 10:11-17); in birth and in life; in baptism and in 

death; God knows us by name.  In knowing us by name, God establishes relationship.  God 

ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȢ  7ÈÁÔ ×Å ÄÏ ÔÈÅÒÅÁÆÔÅÒȟ ÉÓ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇ ÌÅÓÓȢ  7ÈÅÎ ×Å ȬÓÅÒÖÅ ÏÕÒ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒȭ ×Å 

connect with them.  When we laugh, a connection has been made.  When we mourn in grief, it is 

because of  a connection. When we thrive, we have connected our purpose to our place. 

!ÌÌ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÆÒÏÍ 'ÏÄȢ  !ÎÄ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÌÉÆÅ ÃÅÎÔÅÒÓ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȟ ÔÈÅ  ȬÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÔÉÓÓÕÅȭ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ 
connects us to God. 
 

-ÁÄÅÌÅÉÎÅ ,ȭ%ÎÇÌÅ ×ÒÉÔÅÓ Á ÐÏÅÍȡ 
 Unclench your fists 
 Hold out your hands. 
 Take mine. 
 Let us hold each other. 

4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭs glory 
Manifest. 

Everything we do in life has to do with people, with God, and with purpose. 
May this Vision Statement become a lens through which we can look to see the gift of life that 
God has given us at Grace; and to bring it into greater clarity and focus. 
 
Even as the Bucs have begun training, (the NFL season is just around the corner!) may we train 
ourselves in the work of: 

Connecting People to People,  
to Christ, and to their  Role in the World.  

#ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕȣ 

Pastor John Hillmer 

My Church  
 

My church is composed of people like me.   We make it what it is.   It will be friendly, if I 
am.    Its pews will be filled, if I help fill them.   It will do great work, if I work.   It will 
make generous gifts to many causes, if I am a generous giver.  It will bring other people 
into its worship and fellowship, if I bring them. 
 
My church will be a church of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, and a church 
with a noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, am filled with those things. 
 
Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedicate myself to the task of being all the 
things that I want my church to be. 

 

 

 

AUTUMN ADULT PROGRAM AT LUTHERIDGE 

 

Experience the beauty of Fall color in the Appalachian 

Mountains along with the hospitality of Lutheridge.  Good study 

and wonderful fellowship in the midst of Godôs creation 

October 20-24, 2008.  This 5 day/4 night program costs $309  

for each adult.  For more information, register on line at 

www.llmi.net or call 828-684-2361 ext. 335 or check the details on the Grace bulletin 

board. 

 
============================================================================================================================= 

 

GOOD SAMARITAN AWARDS DINNER  

Lutheran Services Florida invites Grace members to THE 

GOOD SAMARITAN AWARDS DINNER to be held at St. 

Matthew Lutheran Church, 5601 Hanley Rd., on Sunday, 

Oct. 19
th
, 5 pm. 

 

Please RSVP at 676-9513 before Oct. 1.     The dinner cost is $25 a person.  Last yearôs 

Grace honorees were Bob & Barbara Stuck; and being honored this year is Barbara 

Pilcher. 

http://www.llmi.net/


From Lory Jones, Community Relations Rep., Florida Blood 
Services 
 
Summertime is here, and so are the summer blood doldrums.   You already know 
just how difficult it is for FBS Team Members to collect enough blood from June 
ǘƘǊǳ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ǘƻ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ   ! Ŧǳƭƭ мп҈ ƻŦ 
the annual blood supply is collected at Bay Area High Schools.    When May 
passes and high schools are out, the crunch on the blood supply is immediately 

felt.   In addition to this catastrophic loss, many of our corporate blood drives do not meet the 
level of collection that they normally do.   Many people take their vacations; snowbirds have 
left and are now donating in their permanent home states. 
 
The patients of our community have been using your lifesaving blood at incredible rates, and 
we find ourselves fighting for each and every drop of blood.    Together, we can replenish and 
ensure that the Gift of Life is available to all who need it. 
 

NOTE:   Next blood drive at Grace will be Sunday, Sept. 7th.   
 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

 

WANTED!!!     ... by "HISTORY IN THE MAKING"  
  

"History In The Making" is a new Grace Church Small Ministry group, 
and we have a request for you.  We are asking for old and recent 
church newsletters, Sunday bulletins, daily and weekly newspaper 
clippings, magazine clippings - anything that includes information 
about our church and its people from 1969 to present.  After being 
organized, the materials will be archived in acid free scrapbooks and 
boxes or special display cases. 
  
If you have materials to donate or lend, contact Bev Harris, Barbara 
Pilcher, or Barbara Stuck.  Please indicate which are loans and we 

will copy those and return the originals.  Your help with this will be very important in 
chronicling the history of Grace Lutheran Church.  Check those storage boxes and 
photo albums and please don't forget to check with your relatives! 
  
Many thanks, 
Bev Harris, Barb Pilcher, and Barb Stuck 

The ñHistory in the Making ò Group 

 
Acolyte & Crucifer Training  

 

Attention all students from 5
th

 to 12
th

 grade! 

We will be having a training session for those who are interested in assisting with 

church services as an acolyte &/or crucifer. 

Date: Sunday, September 28
th

  

Time: Noon to 2:00 PM (Pizza Lunch Provided) 

Agenda: Review & Training for Both Services 

RSVP Required:  We need to know you will be there!  

 

   Please contact one of us & let us know if you can come! 
Jeff Griffith 453-1798; Jan Hillmer 932-2849 

 
======================================================================================================================  

 

Grace Girlfriends  
 
Grace Girlfriends will meet Sunday, September 14

th
 at 5:30 at the 

Dollôs House, 10113 Orange Grove Drive. Our topic for September 

will be hobbies and interests. You may bring a sample of your 

hobby if you wish. Also bring an appetizer or dessert. 

 

All ladies are welcome. Please phone Peggy Doll at 935-0229 to RSVP. See you there. 

 

 

Congratulations to Robin Hauser, a Grace member, who was just 
named the òBest Pediatricianó in the 2008 BEST of Carrollwood 
award presentations.  



 

YOUR COUNCIL AT WORK  
 

On August 13, 2008, the regularly scheduled meeting of 

the Congregational Council took place. A summary of 

issues discussed is as follows: 

 

¶ Financial:  Unlike summers in the past, undesignated income was up and expenses 

were down through July 31.  As a result, no money was borrowed to get the church 

through the traditionally lowest attendance/lowest giving summer months.  Council 

members deeply appreciate everyoneôs faithful stewardship! 

¶ Five proposals were made and accepted unanimously: 

1. That Grace Lutheran Church joins the ELCAôs ñBook of Faith Initiativeò, 

which had been passed by both the 2007 ELCA Church-wide Assembly and 

the 2008 Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly.    The resolution encourages 

congregations to explore new opportunities for Bible Study, send sufficient 

numbers of members to Synod events for training Bible Study leaders and 

include biblical study as an integral part of all meetings and groups. 

2. Council meetings will be held at 7:00 p.m. every second Wednesday of the 

month and are open to all members. 

3. The following people were officially accepted and welcomed into 

membership: Tony & Michelle Bourdon, and Alexis and Alyssa; Ursula 

Duff; Garry & Mary Funk; Charlene Gutierrez; John & Sharon Riekki; 

Jan Williams; Pastors Robert & Jennifer Schaefer; Erica Rodola and 

Aubriana; Hunter Sheridan & Rhoda Donnelly, and William & James.  

4. Esther Circle recommended that Barbara Pilcher be named Grace 

Lutheran Churchôs Good Samaritan for 2008.  She will be honored for 

her many years of volunteer work at the Good Samaritan Dinner which 

is sponsored by Lutheran Services Florida. 
5. Since funds were not allocated in the budget for special music programs 

throughout the year, and some of these events (i.e. Reformation) do not 

qualify for funding from the Betty Burton Music Fund, a special appeal will 

be made to cover these costs. 

¶ Additional discussion:  Jeffrey Anderson reported on Design Team activities.  In 

addition, there were questions regarding the process of employing a new youth 

director. The proposal from last monthôs council meeting to fund an additional A/V 

projection system in the sanctuary has been tabled by the request of Worship and 

Music. 

 

¶ Future events:  

o September 7: Quarterly Update to Congregation regarding financial status, 

Building for the Future, Disaster Preparedness and our future ministry 

o September 26-28: David Stark, consultant from Changing Church Forum, at 

Grace 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
 

 

Do you like to knit? Crochet?   Would you like to learn?  

 

Join our Prayer Shawl ministry.  Our shawls are created with 

stitches in groups of 3, representing the Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit.  As we work, we prayerfully consider the 

recipient, known or unknown, asking God to provide 

wisdom, strength and healing for this person. The shawls 

created with prayer embrace those who are in need of comfort, both within and beyond 

our congregation. 

 

Our next meeting will be held at church on Tuesday, Aug. 26, from 6:30 to 8:30.   Please 

feel free to join us!  If you canôt make it, plan to attend on Tuesday, Sept. 30, 6:30 ï 

8:30.    

 

If you know of someone in need of a prayer shawl, let us know. 

 

Questions?  Contact Jan Hillmer 932-2849, hillmjan@yahoo.com or Dottie Pihl   909-

2767, dottiepihl@aol.com. 

 
 

 
 

To Judy Copeland who at the July 2008 Council meeting 

was appointed as the Congregation Council Secretary.  

 

 

mailto:hillmjan@yahoo.com
mailto:dottiepihl@aol.com


 
How to electronically store emergency 

contact numbers in your Florida driver õs 
license  

 
If you are ever in a serious accident, law -enforcement officers may need to 
notify your loved ones. But it's not always easy for them to figure out who 
to call or how to reach them. The state's Department of Highway Safety and 

Motor Vehicles has come up with an easy solution to this problem.  
 

1. Go to Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles web site 
(https://www6.hsmv.state.fl.us/dlcheck/findcustomer ).  
 

2. Enter your driverôs license number and your date of birth and click 
"Continue." You can also enter your Florida Identification Card number if you 

don't have a driverôs license.  
 
3. Enter the contact information for up to two people. You can enter up  to 

three phone numbers for each person. When you are finished, click "Save."  

4. Your emergency contacts are now electronically stored in your driverôs 
license so if you are ever in a serious accident, a law -enforcement officer 

can use your license to acce ss your emergency contacts.  
 

5. If you ever need to update your emergency contacts, just repeat this 
process and your old contacts will be overwritten by the new information.  
 

Thanks to Grace Lutheran Church Council Resident Roz Kulik for forwarding 
the ab ove article in the name of emergency preparedness and response.  

 
-Bob Smedley, GLC CERTeam One 

 

 

SunTrust Bank ñMy Causeò Program Results 

Update 

 
$2,800 has been received as a result of the SunTrust Bank My 

Cause program.  The program is still available to GLC members 

who want to participate and take advantage of it.  Under the My Cause program 

SunTrust Bank will donate $100 to Grace for every family opening a new checking 

account.  Even if you already have a checking account with SunTrust, if you open a new 

one for a minimum $101 and use a debit card at least one time on the account SunTrust 

will donate $100 to the church.  Remember, the $101 you use to open the account is still 

your money and it is your decision to keep the account open or close it after about 30 

days.  The donated money will be used to replace the air conditioning system in the 

sanctuary.  For more information see Kathy in the GLC office or call Susan Loar, 

SunTrust Bank Finance Service Representative, 813.258.3318. 

 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  

 

 

WW AALLKK        LLII SSTTEENN  GGII VVEE  
 

Do you remember these words from last Fallôs stewardship focus?  These 

words were described as powerful and beautiful because of Godôs 

presence in each word.  As Grace members, we will continue our 

experience with these 3 words throughout the next year.  Year round 

activities will center on walking with Christ, 

                          listening to Christ 

                               and giving to Christ.      

 

Get ready in September to join our 4-week WALKING CLUB  on 

Monday evenings (September 8, 15, 22, 29). Weôll meet at the church at 

7:00 sharp and begin with a short scripture reading and prayer printed on 

cards for reflection.  Then, carrying Godôs word with us, weôre off on a 

mapped out 1-mile or 2-mile course (your choice) in beautiful old 

Carrollwood.  This is a great opportunity to be a good steward of your 

bodies and minds!  So, bring a friend or family members and enjoy some 

fellowship as well!  Contact Carol Gutcher at 908-3356 with any 

questions. 

 



Special Thanks from the Church Office to...  

EǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DǊŀŎŜΩǎ 
newsletter:  Betsy Owers, Jan & Tanya Wyda, Ann Starn, 
Millee Dieterich, Peggy Doll, Doreen Dahl, Betty and Fred 
Freshcorn, and Bob Stuck 
ã Thanks also to Stan Jensen  & Ronnie Erickson for 

their reminder phone calls; Fred & Betty for their organization, and Fred for the layout 
ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ     
ã Jan and Tanya Wyda όYŀǘƘȅΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƴƛŜŎŜύ ŦƻǊ ŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀǎ tŜǿ !ƴƎŜƭ several 
weeks. 
ã Fred Freshcorn ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ άŦƛȄƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ needs ŦƛȄƛƴέΦ 
ã Friday bulletin assembly crew:  Willis Nolan, Judy & Clair Sherman. 
ã To our Sunday Turnkey Volunteers:  Dan & Gayle Carlson, Daniel Bandy, Don & 
Eileen Anderson, Ted Piatek and Richard Beeman. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION  

The next issue printed will be the October newsletter, with 
the following schedule: 
 

Contribution Deadline  Sunday, Sept.14 
Newsletter Crew Assembles  Thursday, Sept.25 

        Distribution           Sunday, Sept.28 
 

Please place all news-worthy items in the Newsletter mailbox for Patt to type, or e-mail Kathy 
at kathy@gracelutherantampa.org.  We request that all e-mailed articles be Word documents.  
The editor(s) reserve(s) the right to edit for content and space. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

FROM THE ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE  

Adding the Grace Lutheran Church Mission Endowment Fund as final 
beneficiary of your retirement fund account can be as easy as filling out a 
change-of-address form.   It could mean a special gift, without affecting your 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅΦ 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity ðAlbert Einstein 

NAOMI CIRCLE:   The Journey Begins  

On Monday, September 8th (2nd Monday of month), 9:15 a.m.  
Thereafter, first Monday of the month for rest of the year, 9:15 a.m.  

Bible Study ς The Hidden Hand of God  
                       (Wisdom Stories from Ruth, Daniel, Esther). 

Welcome back old friends.    Come and welcome to all new friends. 
               In Christ, Dodie Ders, 961-1891 
 

=============================================================== 
 

AUTOMATIC OFFERING  

Are frequent out-of-town weekends keeping you from 
maintaining consistent giving to your Lutheran congregation?   
Through the Simply Giving program of Thrivent Financial, your 
gifts are made through a pre-authorized withdrawal from your 

bank account.  Learn more at 
www.thrivent.com/fraternal/churchcommunity/simplygiving.html .    Or call the church 
office, 961-8747.   
=============================================================== 
 

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE 

July - August 2008 
9:00 Traditional ï 10:30 Contemporary 

       

DATE  9:00 10:30  Total 

July 20  164 78  242 

July 27  125 81  206 

August 3  143 120  263 

August 10  186 103  289 

August 17  158 87  245 

      

Average  155 94  249 
 
:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::  

 
 

You canôt hide from God by missing church. 
Zingers, Croft M. Pentz 

mailto:kathy-glc@gracelutherantampa.org
http://www.thrivent.com/fraternal/churchcommunity/simplygiving.html


Core Ushers Needed  
 
Core ushers are needed for the 8:30 Traditional and 11:00 

Contemporary Sunday services.  Core ushers serve for the 

same Sunday each month at one of the services.  You may sign up for more than one Sunday per 

month if you so choose.  Previous core ushers, as well as newcomers and Juniors or Seniors in 

High School are welcome to participate. 

 

If you can help in this important church service area, please let Betty or Jim Whitaker know.  

We really appreciate all of the volunteers who help make these services run smoothly. 

Home Phone:  813-949-7201 

Work phone:  813-969-2001 (Betty) 

Email:  jim@arachnebusiness.com 

Email:  bwhitaker@expprinting.com 

 

WWOORRSSHHIIPP  SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE  
Beginning September 7 th we will resume the following: 

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
 

 
 

GREEN SUNDAY @ Grace Lutheran Church  

September 21 st  
Watch upcoming bulletins for information as plans develop 

 
Many thanks to our praise team, Spirits on Fire,  for taking the initiative by 
cleaning up a stretch of road heading west on Linebaugh.    Have you seen 

the ñAdopt A Roadò sign mentioning Grace thatôs posted there yet?  
    

You might want to think ahead on ways that Grace can 
ñgo greenò.  Help save the environment.   Itôs no longer 
an option !  

 
 

PRAYER CHAIN  
 

Wanted and welcomed ï both ñpray-ers and prayersò.  The Grace Lutheran 

prayer chain ministry has operated continuously and very actively since 

1981.  What has kept it vital and alive are those men and women who have 

willingly devoted some of their personal prayer time to those in need of 

special support.   

 

The prayers come from people both inside and outside our church family, and the 

requests cover the gambit of human experience from healing during illness, to 

thankfulness and joy for prayers answered.  At present, there are 30 members on the four 

prayer chain branches, seven of whom have served since the ministry began in 1981.  

This is a meeting-less activity, which can be performed at home, in the car, in the 

shower, on the treadmill, or taking a leisurely walk.  All that is required is a willing heart 

and an email address (telephone calls are no longer the mode of communication).  

 

For more information, please call Judy Copeland at 962-0416 or Linda Gravatt at 963-

0889.  We always have room for more pray-ers and prayers! 

 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  

 

 

  Reformation Sunday, Oct 26th this year, is a special 

time for Lutherans.    We always like to celebrate the occasion 
with triumphal music and strong singing.    The day has great 
historical significance since Martin Luther was such a driving 
force in bringing the gospel to the common people in their 
tongue and brought us many wonderful hymns which 

endured for centuries.  
     
This season, we are making an appeal to our Grace family to assist in making 
available a brass quartet and tympani for our traditional service.   If you are able 
and would like to participate in doing so, please mark an envelope 
and specify the "Reformation Sunday Music Celebration".  
 

 
T. Tietjen,   Director of Music.  

 

 

mailto:jim@arachnebusiness.com
mailto:bwhitaker@expprinting.com


                                               

LAKE YALE FALL GATHERING  ï ñJourney 
to the Welló  

 
Jesus said, ñAnyone who drinks the water I give will never thirst, not ever.ò John 4:14 

 

When?    Friday, October 31st ï Sunday, November 2nd, 2008 

Where?   Lake Yale, Baptist Assembly, Leesburg 

What?     Worship, Workshops, Fellowship, and Fun 

Who?       All Women of the Florida-Bahamas Synod 

 

All Women who would like a weekend of spiritual renewal are invited to come meet their sisters 

from all around the state of Florida and the Bahamas.  The registration deadline is October 15.  

Visit http://www.fbsynod.com/welca/SWOConference2008.html  for more information and to 

download the forms. 

 

 "Share the Spirit" Grant is open to any Lutheran woman who may be unable to fund the cost of 

this event.  For more information on this Grant contact Mary Tlachac, Grace WELCA Co-

Leader, at 813 920-4691.  In addition, the registration fees for college and high school women 

are reduced and a "Youth Shepherd" will be at the Gathering to guide them through specially 

planned activities and workshops.   

 
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

UPCOMING LOMF EVENTS  

 

Luther Springs moves into its Fall programs with Discoverers 

Weekend October 24-26.  This program is for the elementary age 

youth.  They do not have to be former campers at Luther Springs to 

attend.  Any and all are welcome.  Campers will spend the day 

swimming, canoeing, hiking and learning about their faith through Bible 

study and reflection.  Small cabin groups ensure a personal and 

memorable camp experience.  Campers must have completed grades 3-6.  Costs are 

$125 per camper and $85 per adult chaperone.  For additional information contact the 

LOMF office at 813-801-9600 or check the web site  www.lomfla.org. 

 

Other upcoming programs include the Advent Family Retreat, December 5-7, 

Confirmation Retreats, January 9-11 and 16-18, 2009 and the annual Quilting Retreat 

Week,  January 19-23, 2009.  Watch upcoming Grace Notes for details or contact the 

LOMF office. 

 

 

Spend time with your spouse to make your good marriage betterðattend a Lutheran 

Marriage Encounter Weekend in Kissimmee, October 31 - November 2, 2008 or April 

24-26, 2009 or Nov. 6-8, 2009. 

 

This special weekend experience, lasting from Friday evening until late Sunday 

afternoon, is designed to help married couples improve their communication and to 

deepen and enrich their relationship. The weekend consists of a series of presentations 

given by three Lutheran lay couples and one Lutheran clergy couple. Couples listen to 

these presentations as a group, but each couple's sharing is done in the privacy of their 

hotel room. 

 

All meals and lodging are provided for the weekend, held at an area hotel. A $45.00 

registration fee is required with the registration form. During the weekend there is an 

opportunity to make a confidential contribution to help cover weekend costs. No couple 

is refused attendance due to financial circumstances. 

 

The weekend provides a relaxed and casual setting, time away from daily pressures and 

responsibilities, and the opportunity to focus on the couple relationship in private. After 

the weekend, opportunities are available to meet with other encountered couples to 

sustain and strengthen the marriage relationship. Give yourselves a gift of a weekend 

and send in your registration as soon as possible to reserve your place on this weekend. 

 

October 31-November 2, 2008 or April 24-26, 2009 or Nov. 6-8, 2009 in Kissimmee 

We are accepting registrations now.   When a weekend is full, new registrations will go 

on a waiting list for the next Weekend.  

 

You may register online at www.Godlovesmarriage.org.   For more information contact 

Marty & Lois Light at 1-800-235-1010. 

 

Please register as soon as possible.  

http://www.fbsynod.com/welca/SWOConference2008.html
http://www.lomfla.org/
http://www.godlovesmarriage.org/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
How would you respond if you were to hear the following prayer:  

òLord, I am lonely.  There are people all around me today, but I donõt believe I 
can call any of them my friends.  At times I am angry and resentful of others.  
At other moments I feel unworthy and unlovable.  Please help me to sort out 
my feelings. 
 I remember that You promised to send The Comforter, and I need His 
presence now.  I need to feel that someone knows me and accepts me as I am.  
Lord, You knew great loneliness in the Garden of Gethsemane when your closest 
friends deserted You.  Please hear my prayer and watch with me one hour. 
 Lord, warm my heart with the power of your promise:  ôI will not leave 
you comfortless; I will come to you.õó 
 

If you were to sense this kind of pain in someone and experience a strong need to help 
that person, would you, in turn, pray:  

òO Lord, I do not pray for tasks equal to my strength; I ask for strength equal 
to my tasks.ó (Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893) 

 
Thatõs what Stephen Ministry does ð it teaches us to build strength equal to the 

task of caring for someone who is ill, desolate, lonely, grieving, or feeling betrayed.  
Through Stephen Ministry training, we ar e given the tools to care for those who need 
us, and as time passes, we learn to share our hopes and our life journey experiences 
with each other, thereby building strong relationships of trust.  Most importantly, we 
come to understand that we donõt need to provide a cure for whatever the ill may be, 
òThe Comforterò will do that by working through us to bring healing to broken hearts.  

If you have considered becoming a Stephen Minister but have delayed making that 
decision, please take the time to pray about it.  Those who have made this commitment 
in the past have not regretted it, and ð despite continuing to have many of the pressures 
they had before they started training ð have discovered that they have actually gained 
strength and insights, and life is much simpler.  

Our next class begins January 20th so this is the time for you to talk to Stephen 
Ministers or Stephen Leaders (they are wearing blue name tags) about what is 
involved.  Any one of them would be happy to answer your questions and concerns.  

We need you ð most of our Stephen Ministers have caring assignments and are 
assisting our pastor in performing an invaluable ministry of love and support to people 
through out our community.  
 

òO Lord, in the simplicity of my heart, I offer myself to Thee this day, to be Thy 
servant forever, to obey Thee, and to be a sacrifice of perpetual praise.ó 
(Thomas aõ Kempis, 1380-1471) 

 

  

 

 
²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ !ǳƎǳǎǘ άƭǳƴŎƘ Ψƴ ƭŜŀǊƴέ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ wŜŘ [ƻōǎǘŜǊΣ 
which highlighted demonstrations of the new voting technique by the 

elections office.  Good food, good fellowship. 
 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΩǎ tǊƛƳŜ ¢ƛƳŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ in Holmer Hall on Thursday, Sept. 

25th at 11:30 a.m. (following newsletter assembly).   Lunch will be provided.   
While enjoying coffee and dessert, there will be a presentation by our guest 
speaker, Debbie Brown, an investigator for the Hillsborough Co. Consumer 

Protection Agency, on òScams, Schemes and Scoundrelsó, covering 

dozens of ways people can get ripped off.    Debbie will be discussing bogus e-mails, 
taking precautions against identity theft (one of the fastest growing crimes in America), 
a scam called smishing in regard to text messages, and steps you can take to prevent 
becoming a victim.   Other examples that will be discussed are fake charity solicitations, 
mortgage frauds, roof repair scams, unlicensed contractors doing (or not doing) home 
ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎΦ    ¢ƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴΦ  5hbΩ¢ aL{{ ¢IL{ tw9{9b¢!¢LhbΗ 
 
To give us an idea on how much food to make for lunch, please sign up at the clipboard 
station. 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 
 

  

 

To reach the port of heaven, we must sail sometimes with the wind and sometimes against it --

- but we must sail and not drift or be at anchor. 

 
Oliver Wendell Holmes 



 

SEPTEMBER 2008 ï Backup Team 

Grace Lutheran Team Ministry  

Team #7 

 

 

Team Leaders - Bob & June Smedley 

Donald Anderson Richard Breheney Malcolm Kaser 

Eileen Anderson Connie Brokaw Mary Mitchell 

Jeffrey Anderson  Mildred Burkett William Mitchell 

John Anderson  Barbara Burns Debbie Morley 

Nadine Anderson  Melanie Burns Linda Morley 

Steve Anderson  Brian Busch Mark Morley 

Susan Andree Melissa Busch Melissa Morley 

Tim Armstrong Julia Busch Debra Pedonti 

Cynthia Armstrong Daniel Busch JenAnne Pedonti 

Roger Beekmann Chuck Copeland Eva Pizarro 

Sandra Beekmann Judy Copeland  Pedro Pizarro 

Robin Beekmann Mildred Dieterich Jan Powell 

Marvin Beekmann Betty Fisher Marjorie Pulver 

Marion Bennett  Dennis Fisher June Smedley 

Alexis Bourdon Dodie Florence Robert Smedley 

Alyssa Bourdon Frank Florence Lucia Stevens 

Michelle Bourdon Garry Funk Richard Stevens 

Tony Bourdon Mary Funk Charles Swartz III 

Evelyn Breheney Gregg Heckley Christian Yoder 

 Carole Kaser Donnalee Yoder 

 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  

 

 

 

Where there are no good works, there is no faith.  If works and love do not blossom 

forth, it is not genuine faith, the Gospel has not yet gained a foothold, and Christ is 

not yet rightly known. 
Martin Luther 

Excerpt from Patches of Godlight, Jan Karon 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 2008 ï Primary Team 

Grace Lutheran Team Ministry 

Team # 4 

 

 

Team Leader ï 

Kurt Anderson Jacob Hauser John Otterness 

Ruth Anderson Molly Hauser Steven Otterness 

Byron Brown Robin Hauser Patt Reed 

Christopher Brown Cookie Jowers Meghan Shelton 

Wendy Brown Wilbur Jowers Shannon Shelton 

Christine Bushong Gary Kappes Weston Shelton 

Samantha Crippen  Arun Katikala Peggy Slater 

Alice Deal Ravi Katikala Tonda Stoneburner 

Adrienne Decker Sujata Katikala Chandra Sudia 

Jon Decker Anthony Milan Kadin Sudia 

Michelle Dittloff Eric Milan Michael Sudia 

Gabriella Wingrove (Dittloff)  Eva Milan Tristin Sudia 

Barb Ewanowski Kaylee Milan Billy Szymanski 

Stan Ewanowski  Earl Moore Caroline Szymanski 

Alice Fast Gen Moore Mark Tlachac 

Kent Fast Kaitlynn Morgan Mary Tlachac 

Kevin Franzese Sherrill O'Brien Darrow Tully 

Therese Franzese Jorn Odegaard Victoria Tully 

Don Gadbury Ella Odegaard Barbara Walters 

Elizabeth Gadbury Oslow Odegaard Ron Walters 

Beverly Harris Julia Odegaard Judy White 

Brady Hauser Diana Otterness Thomas White 

Brian Hauser   

 
 
Kindness is an inner desire that makes us want to do good things,  
even if we do not get anything in return.  
It is the joy of our life to do them.  
When we do good things from this inner desire,  
there is a kindness in everything we think, say, want, and do. 

Emanuel Swedenborg 



 

 

FROM OUR CHURCH MEMBERS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

From Judy Jackman and Family 

 

Dear Grace friends, 

Thank you for your many kind words and prayers for my mother, JoAnn Henry, during 

her long illness with Alzheimerôs.  Thank you for the flowers, cards and prayers since 

her death in July.  It was bittersweet, since we know she is in heaven with my father, her 

beloved Fred of 60 years. 
Love, 

Judy Jackman and family 

 

From Marion Bennett 

 

Dear Grace Family: 

Thanks so much for the flowers and all the prayers during my recent surgery. Things are 

coming along nicely and hope to be back in the fold soon. 
  Thanks Again. 

Marion Bennett 

 

From Ruth Rahman and Family 

 

Dear Friends of Grace 

We would like to express our appreciation for all the support you have given us during 

our difficult time.  We also wanted to thank you for the altar flowers sent to us and to 

Pam Greene at the hospital.  We would further like to thank you for everyone who 

visited Pam in the hospital before she passed away unexpectedly.  We will be always 

grateful for your support and prayers. 
Ruth Rahman and family 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Enjoy do -nuts while we discussé 
 

¶ Financial status (current reports are in narthex, outside the sanctuary) 

¶ Ministry highlights since our last update in May 

¶ Future ministry plans 

¶ Your thoughts 



 from Friends 

 
 

From Jim Schmidt, Executive Director Luther Springs 

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries of Florida  

 

Thank you so much for your recent gift of support.  I appreciate your generosity and partnership 

in the ministries we share at Luther Springs and throughout the state of Florida.  Each year 

hundreds of lives are changed as children, youth, and adults live and grow in the Christian 

community that camp provides.  Thank you for being an important part of the family at LOMF. 

 

From Danielle Kearney, Director, Church & Community Relations 

Lutheran Services Florida 

 

Thank you so much for the boxes of goods and a donation.  The goods and money will be used 

for children and families in need served through our programs.  We also appreciate your 

participation in the vacation bible school program that donated school supplies and toiletries 

that were shared between refugee children and children staying in our shelters.  Thank you for 

sharing your resources with those less fortunate. 

 

From Morris Hintzman, President 

Metropolitan Ministries  

 

Thanks to the Grace congregation for your recent gift.  Your generosity means so much to 

struggling families in our community.  With your help, families do not have to go hungry and 

residents in the Family Care Center can sleep in comfortable beds with clean sheets.  Children 

can feel safe and happy.  God bless you and thanks again. 

 

From Laura Leyland, St. Maryôs Episcopal Church 

 

To Nadine:  We are counting our blessings after a very successful VBS week and your kind gifts 

are among them.  We would not have had such a ñgreat adventureò through Godôs Rainforest 

without your fabulous decorations.  Every parent and volunteer commented on the amount of 

work and skill that went into each piece. 

 

Please tell each of your volunteers how grateful we were to borrow them at both St Maryôs and 

Grace Episcopal.  I look forward to a time that we will work together again! 

 
(Editorôs Note:  Following the Grace RAINFOREST VBS, many of the decorations that had been 

made by Nadine Anderson and vacation bible school volunteers, were loaned to St Maryôs and 

Grace Episcopal churches for their programs.) 

 
 

 
You Are Wealthier Than You Think  

By Kathleen M. Rehl 
Grace Mission Endowment Fund Chair 

he steep cost of gasoline, escalating grocery bills, depressed stock prices, 

rising inflation, falling real estate values and gloomy economic reports 

weigh heavily on many Americans. But wait. Letôs put our monetary 

concerns in perspective. 

 Did you enjoy a good meal in the past 24 hours? Do you have a place to 

sleep tonight? Are you wearing clothes? Answer yes, and you are wealthier than 

75% of our humanity. Got money in the bank? A few coins in your pocket? 

Youôre in the top 8% of our earthôs wealthy folks. Own a house?  Invest in 

mutual funds, stocks, bonds and CDs? Now youôve moved into the elite top range 

of the Worldôs Wealthiest List. 

 Thereôs more. As you attend Grace Lutheran Church without fear of 

harassment, arrest, torture or death, you are more blessed than three billion other 

people. Did you wake up healthy today? Youôre better off than the million who 

will not survive this week. 

 When we step back and acknowledge the 

abundance in our lives, weôll recognize we are 

wealthy indeed. We each experience riches in areas 

that bring us real joy ð family, friends, health, 

home, religious community, life purpose, and more. 

Yes, we are certainly very well off when we measure 

whatôs really important, along with our financial 

assets. 

 Enjoy the fresh fall season ahead, along with your own special wealth! 

Members of the Grace Mission Endowment Fund Team include Kathleen Rehl, 

Daoud Georgis, Jeffrey Griffith, Jan Madden and Grace Ward. 

T 

http://www.associatedcontent.com/theme/1379/family_matters.html


 

 

CONGREGATIONAL  

CHRONICLES  

 
 

Birth s:  

       London Grace, daughter born to Joelle & Tommy Castelli. 

       Audrey Emma, daughter born to Anna and Tim Smith on the August 18
th.. 

 

 

Baptisms: 

 Jada Lynn Severson, daughter of Matthew Severson. 

 Axel Holland Luber, son of George & Holly Luber. 

 William Christopher Szymanski II, son of William & Caroline Szymanski. 

      Aaron Charles Zebert, son of Jason & Jamie Zebert. 

 

 

 

Beth Martin on the death of her father, Ron Schoene. 

Ramona Gieseke upon the death of her brother, Stuart Nerge 

 

 

                   Keep in Your Prayers 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Pete Carbert  Danny Scott  Clara and Herb Hagen  
John Otterness  Harriett Schnitzlein Ruth Rahman   
Stan Jensen  Pastor Eric Rauch Ellen Hillmer 
Danny Hunley  Vera Lasch  Ted Piatek 
Allan Rydell  Mal Kaser  Garth Heckley 

Joan Jesse   
Bill Lasch, Carol Berletôs father who is under hospice care 

Jean Bean, Sharon Sammonsô mother 
Wiley Duff, Ursulaôs husband 

Pastor Don Himmellman who is under hospice care 
Jessica & David Sprecher and their children, friends of Muriel & Dave Davies and their son, 

Michael. 

FLORIDA -BAHAMAS SYNODICAL WOMENôS ORGANIZATION 
April 10, 2008 
 

There have been some exciting developments that have occurred for our 

Synodical Womenôs Organization this summer.   Here is an update! 
 

 At the Seventh Triennial Convention, our Synodical Womenôs 

Organization (SWO) President, Jenny Michael was elected to the board for 

the Women of the ELCA.  Constitutionally, as a member of the 

Churchwide Executive Board, Jenny is no longer able to serve as president 

of our SWO and had to immediately resign upon her installation to the Churchwide Executive 

Board.  According to our Synodical constitution, at our Synodical Board meeting on August 9
th
, 

we were tasked to select someone to serve the remaining term of the president.   Judy Daniels, 

our SWO Vice President, declined to serve as president due to health issues in her family.  

Raeann Purcell was selected as the SWO Interim President and will fulfill the remainder of the 

term.  Pat Zangmeister was then selected to fulfill the remaining term as SWO Treasurer and 

Geri Wolter (from Heart of FL Conference) was selected to fill her vacancy on the Synodical.  
 

 Jenny was understandably conflicted about her withdrawal from the leadership of our 

Synodical Womenôs Organization.  I would like to share with each of you an excerpt from a 

letter that Jenny sent to our Synodical Board upon her election to the Churchwide Executive 

Board. 
 

 ñThis transition is bittersweet for me because while I am excited about the opportunities to 

support the ministry of the Women of the ELCA in a new way...it means that as of my 

installation this past Thursday morning in Salt Lake City, I am no longer able to participate 
in any Synodical actions... 

 I am confident that you all will take up the challenges ahead for our SWO...the Fall 

Gathering, the completion of our Fund for Leaders in Mission goals, and so many other 
projects that we have all worked so hard on together to make succeed. 

 As for me, I am going to miss all of you so very much...hopefully we will see each other in 
November, but regardless, know that my heart is always with the women of the FL-BA SWO.  

I will continue to keep you all in my prayers.   Good luck...and know that you can always e-

mail me if you ever need anything.   Take care.ò 
 

 I feel honored to have this opportunity to serve as your SWO Interim President and urge you 

to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  It is my hope that we can work together to 

further the ministry of the Florida-Bahamas Synodical Womenôs Organization.   We have a 

dynamic SWO Board supported by a wonderful group of conference leaders as well as strong, 

spirit-filled congregational units.  I am excited to explore our new opportunities for ministry 

growth and eagerly look forward to boldly move forward in mission. 
 

Your sister in Christ, 

Raeann Purcell, FL-BA SWO Interim President 

Work 386-274-0109      Home 386-760-4383 

Email: raeannpurcell@hotmail.com 

mailto:raeannpurcell@hotmail.com

